Neoadjuvant chemotherapy and radiotherapy for inoperable head and neck cancer: the LSU-Shreveport experience.
A retrospective review of 8 years of treatment in 2 hospitals in Shreveport showed that neoadjuvant chemotherapy with radiotherapy was performed in 39 patients with inoperable, locally advanced head and neck cancer. Twenty-two individuals treated by definitive radiotherapy alone served as historical controls. The cumulative survival rate at 4 years was 34% in patients managed by neoadjuvant chemotherapy with radiotherapy and 7% in patients treated by radiotherapy only. With the exception of greater acute toxicity seen in patients receiving neoadjuvant chemotherapy with radiotherapy, differences in locoregional failure, distant metastasis, and late complication rates were not observed between the patient groups.